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hand of Moses. Aaron is permitted to serve the temple 
because of his merits and the people are given the land of 
Canaan as a reward of their devotion, or, at least, of the 
merit of the " fathers." 

The final salvation of Israel will proceed upon the princi- 
ple of merit. Israel must indeed repent, but repentance is a 
meritorious work guaranteeing reward. The resurrection of 
the dead is based upon the signal merit of Isaac in permitting 
himself to be offered upon the altar. Israel must keep his 
commandments; when she shall do this, her redemption will 
ensue. Right-doing is the ground and hope of her salvation. 
" Thus is every act of God conditioned through worthiness, 
either that of the fathers, or one's own. Without merit there 
is no salvation." 



WHAT IS MEANT BY THE BIBLICAL "HOKMA" 

OR WISDOM. 

By Edward Tallmadge Root, B.A., 

New Haven, Conn. 

That department of Biblical literature known as the 
" Hokma," forming by itself the most clearly marked divis- 
ion in the great variety of O. T. writings, though it is the 
least extensive, presents the greatest contrast and variety in 
form and thought. Between Proverbs, Job and the Song of 
Solomon, or even between different portions of Proverbs, 
there are as great differences as between any portions of the 
O. T. For this reason any definition which comprehended 
the whole, would be so general as to give no conception of 
the character of these writings. Yet there is such a unity of 
thought and purpose running through the whole, that to give 
different definitions to " wisdom " as used in the different 
books would be still less satisfactory. Thus from the nature 
of the subject a formal definition would be as meaningless 
and useless as the scientific definition of a giraffe would be 
to any but a zoologist. In both cases, what we want is not a 
definition, but a description. What I have attempted to do, 
therefore, is to give a brief presentation which shall set forth 
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the fundamental thought and the elements of the Hebrew 
Hokma, so as to reduce the subject to an organic whole, in 
which the place of each production and its relations to the 
whole shall be set forth. 

We may say then that the Hebrew Hokma includes three 
elements or ideas, as follows : 

I. The World-plan, the system of truths, laws and ideals, 
according to which the universe has been created. But 
notice : 

1. That the fundamental principle of the Hebrew religion 
had settled, so as to exclude all skeptical or philosophical 
inquiry, the fact that the universe was the creation of a 
Personal God. 

2. That therefore the only step left for Hebrew philosophy 
to take, was to conclude that the World-plan existed from the 
beginning in the mind of God and constituted the wisdom 
according to which He directed His action in creation. In 
this we find the profoundest and the only strictly philo- 
sophical idea of Hebrew wisdom. This is the sense of " Wis- 
dom " in Job 28 : 1-27 and Proverbs 8 : 22-36 ; 3 : 19-20. 

3. That the Hebrew mind, as a child might trust his 
father's unknown and unknowable plans, rested content to 
know that this World-plan existed in the mind of God, with- 
out inquiring what was the nature of the existences in which 
it became objective, or what the process, or even what the 
plan was, except so far as it concerned man's moral actions. 

II. Man's sympathetic discernment of his nature and 
capacities and the laws of the world in which he is placed, by 
which he is enabled to direct his actions so as to attain the 
end of his being and the blessing of God. This is the prevail- 
ing meaning in Proverbs. But notice : 

1. That, though this is the application of the first idea, there 
is no philosophical explanation of the connection between the 
two, other than this, that since the universe and man are 
created by God, man can attain such direction of his action, 
only by starting with the Fear of God. This is the motto of 
Proverbs 1 : 7. 

2. That this discernment is no mere intellectual act, but is 
suffused with feeling and passes at once over into volition. It 
is morality, not mere ethics, and morality " lit up by feeling." 

3. That there is no comprehensive principle of morality 
and no classification of duties. Hence the main portion of 
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Proverbs 10 to 22 consists of detached maxims with no 
arrangement, and 23 to 29 with little. 

4. That the duties treated pertain chiefly to man's private 
life, his business, family, friends, pleasure and conjugal 
relations. 

5. That, in teaching this morality, the prevailing method is 
to depict vice and virtue in their nature and results and in 
contrast with one another. Hence we have ideal pictures of 
human life, the best examples of which are, the ideal mistress 
of the home. Proverbs 31 : 10-31 ; and the ideal of conjugal 
love in the Song of Solomon. Compare Proverbs 5 : 15-19. 

6. That the motives urged are prudential, fear of the 
results and punishment of vice and desire of the self-reward 
and God's approval which follow virtue. 

III. A practical solution of the great problems of life. This 
is a separate element ; for whether one can answer these or 
not, he knows that God is, and that virtue is obligatory. The 
problems and their solution are not intellectual, but of the 
heart. Following the teachings of wisdom, man still finds his 
longings unsatisfied in two respects : 

1. What end or result is he accomplishing or to accomplish 
in life ? 

What shall man live for ? is the question of the world. Is 
he simply to take wisdom as a guide in particular acts and 
make his life-purpose to gain wealth, or power, or knowledge, 
or pleasure ? This is the problem of Ecclesiastes. And the 
conclusion is, that all these are vanity and that man's true 
life-purpose is simply to " fear God and keep His command- 
ments." After all, this is too abstract to satisfy, until we read 
the concrete, definite, practical form in which Christ put it, 
" Seek ye first the kingdom of God ;" work for the establish- 
ment of the grand organization which Christ set up. 

2. While thus conscientiously serving God, man still meets 
disappointment, loss, sorrow and suffering. How can this be 
and God be just and loving ? This is the problem of Job. It 
is difficult to state the solution there reached, but it seems to 
be this : Man is to seek God, not what God may give ; and 
earthly blessings are taken away because we are prone to fix 
our love on them, and in order that nothing may be left to 
us, but the supreme blessing of God himself. 

The term " wisdom " as it occurs in Job, Proverbs and 
Ecclesiastes, is used in most of these shades of meaning; for 



1889] Babylonian Banking-houses. 2^ 

they are so connected that the mind passes naturally from 
one to the other. A good example is Job 28, in which the 
first element, the divine world-plan, is meant until verse 28, 
where the sense changes abruptly to the second idea. Again 
man's discernment of his nature, etc., at one time appears as 
mere knowledge, e. g. Ecclesiastes 1 : 18, and at another as 
prudence and diligence, e. g. Proverbs 6:6; and again as 
virtue in contrast with vice, e. g. Proverbs 7 14, 5. At times 
also " Wisdom " is the means of solving the problems of life, 
the satisfying of man's longings, e. g. Proverbs 3:21-26 and 
8: 19-21. But whether the word as used has all these mean- 
ings or not, the above presentation shows the relations of the 
four books composing " Wisdom " literature. Thus Hebrew 
Wisdom is a profound though unscientific solution of the life- 
problem of the individual. It answers the questions, How and 
for what end shall I live ? 

This solution is not reached on the basis of the earthly life, 
but by the recognition of such a relation to God as implies 
immortality. 



BABYLONIAN BANKING-HOUSES* 

By Theodore G. Pinches, 

British Museum, London. 

Soon after Mr. Boscawen's publication of the results of his 
researches among the tablets acquired by Geo. Smith when 
on his last and fatal expedition to Mesopotamia, I was study- 
ing one day at the Museum here, when I found on reading 
through one of a number of tablets which Mr. Boscawen had 
given out to me, that the text was nothing else but a list 
of families, apparently Babylonian, with a statement as to the 
position of their respective dwellings. The most interesting 
at the time was the last of the list, for the paragraph in ques- 
tion referred to the " House of Egibi." This text is of the 
time of Assurbani-pal. The paragraph was, of course, a direct 
proof that Egibi did not live during the period when the con- 
tract-tablets acquired by Smith were being drawn up. Mr. 

* The Editor, with permission of Mr. Pinches, herewith publishes a private 
letter from him, bearing the date November 2, 1888. 



